
One Step Closer to A 

Magnificent Marriage 

Do you want to have a great marriage? Husband and wife, line up 

with the truth and watch your marriage become glorious. 

 

GOD CREATED MARRIAGE 

George and Jill are newlyweds and Christians. But they have 

believed some lies that will destroy their marriage. They have 

been told that marriage is a man-made institution which can be 

redefined however we wish. They also have the impression that 

marriage is supposed to be just the like the movies, sparkling 

romance until the day they die.  

But God has other ideas about marriage, deeper and more 

satisfying than these shallow lies. Marriage starts and ends with 

God and marriage is about sacrificial, satisfying love. 

Don’t think for a moment that marriage is a social construct. It is 

not an institution created by humans to promote the species, 

protect the weak, and continue one’s DNA. This kind of 

evolutionary sociology is weak and weakening. It is based on 

conjecture from a faulty premise, that we are not God’s creation. 

It is weakening because it rips any purpose from life beyond 

sheer, self-centered survival. 

The Bible begins and ends with marriage. In Genesis 1 God made 

Adam and Eve and commanded them to be fruitful and multiply. 



In Genesis 2 we get more of the details. Eve was created as a 

helper to Adam. She is his equal, taken from his own bone. And 

the Lord said, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 

mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” 

(Genesis 2:24). 

God started marriage and God has a great plan for the two of you. 

His plan will bring intense satisfaction to both of you and great 

glory to God himself. 

 

MARRIAGE DISPLAYS THE GOSPEL 

But what about the end of the story? Didn’t you say the Bible 

ends with marriage? 

In Revelation 21, the apostle is taken up in a vision and shown the 

Bride prepared for the Lamb. It is the church, the population of 

humanity saved by Jesus and now for Jesus (Revelation 21:9). This 

is the glorious end of the story, the marriage of the church, the 

Bride, to Jesus, the Bridegroom. 

CASE STUDY 

When George and Jill got married they had no idea what they 

were in for. They were googly-eyed from their first date. The 

wedding was delightful. The first few years were heart-pounding 

bliss. 

They each had a friend for life. Someone to talk to. Someone to be 

vulnerable with. Someone to rely on. Someone to love. 



And then hairline cracks in the foundation began. A little 

selfishness, a little lie, a little hurt, poured down the hillsides as 

tributaries to a raging river of mistrust. 

In four years George and Jill were in trouble, cold-shouldered, 

wondering if it had all been a mistake.  

Thankfully, George and Jill loved Jesus. One Sunday, attending 

worship together and faking their continuing romance, the pastor 

spoke on Ephesians 5:22-33. 

For Jill, it didn’t start well. “Wives, submit to your own husbands, 

as to the Lord.”  

“Ha! Not on your life! I don’t trust him anymore.” 

But the last four words were nagging, submit “as to the Lord.” 

How could she say she loved Jesus if she wasn’t willing to love her 

husband the same way? “Oh, if only George would make it easier 

on me by showing me a little kindness, a little consideration, a 

little love” Jill thought. 

“If he would really love me, really have my best interest at heart, I 

would absolutely, gladly follow his lead anywhere. But as it is…” 

By now the pastor had moved on to verse 25. “Husbands, love 

your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her.” 

George already had a lump in his throat. He was sure he loved Jill, 

but he had no idea what love really meant. 

“As Christ loved the church”? George knew Jesus died for the 

church. He sacrificed everything so that the church, called the 

Bride of Jesus, might be saved.  



The pastor read verse 27 now. “So that he might present the 

church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” 

George almost laughed out loud. “Jill was certainly not without 

spot or wrinkle when it came to the way she treated him” he 

thought. “Without blemish? Holy? Not even close.” 

Then lightning struck in the simple conviction of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus didn’t love the church because it was without blemish. Jesus 

loved the church when it was as ugly as it could be. And Jesus 

loved the church to make it lovely, holy, without spot or wrinkle, 

full of splendor, without blemish. 

George could feel the surgical knife at work, cutting away his 

cancerous self-centeredness, and gently replacing it with true, 

sacrificial love. And hope sprang up in him. 

The pastor said plenty more, something about the husband loving 

his own body by taking care of it. And he went on about some 

kind of union we have with Christ. But the final command hit 

home. “Let each one of you love his wife as himself.” 

A year later and neither one of them can remember quite what 

happened first. George gave up on trying to get his own way. 

Instead, he studied his wife, trying to find out what would make 

her most happy, most satisfied, more at peace, more secure in his 

love for her.  

Jill started respecting her husband. She knew he wasn’t perfect, 

but it was really amazing the way he always responded with love 

toward her when she made an effort to honor him. It was like 

putting a few quarters in a machine and out comes your heart’s 

desire. 



Then George suggested they start reading the Bible together and 

suddenly they were praying every night before they fell asleep. 

George thought that would be best for Jill, his lovely bride, whom 

he cherished now more than ever. He wanted her to flourish in 

every way, especially in her trust in Christ. 

And now they love to go on walks together, hand in hand like 

infatuated kids. Only, they aren’t infatuated. They really, deeply 

love each other. 

 

What do you think the world sees when they look at George and 

Jill? Perfect people? Of course not. Sacrificial love. Yep. And that is 

a vivid display of the gospel, a sermon without words. Such love is 

shocking to witness and makes every husband and wife curious 

about this love that changes everything. 

But we should talk about this thing called love. It’s complicated. 

 

MARRIAGE IS FOR GOD’S GLORY  

It seems like marriage is for romance. At least that’s what the 

movies and magazines portray. But God intended marriage to be 

much, much more. 

We think love is the palpitations of infatuation or romance. It is 

splendid anguish. Does she like me? Will he call me? The first time 

you hold her hand you feel like dying.  

But this kind of love is really quite shallow and can’t last. It’s all 

dependent on the merit of the other. Romantic love by itself will 

die off when your spouse doesn’t really seem all that lovely 



anymore. Honestly, we don’t deserve to be loved. And there is the 

secret. 

God calls us to something deeper, something quite eternal. God 

calls us to go beyond romance that is really based on how you 

feel. God wants us to love like he loves. God never looks at us and 

thinks we are adorable. He turns our way and says I love you. It 

has nothing to do with our looks (thankfully!) or our attitude or 

our behavior. He just loves us. We don’t deserve it and God loves 

us anyway. 

Think about how empowering that is. God loves me and makes 

me his own despite my rebellious heart. God loves me to the 

point of sending his only Son Jesus to die for my sins. I don’t know 

about you, but the more I think about all that God has done for 

me (that’s called grace), the more I love him in return. 

When I love my spouse regardless of looks, attitude, or behavior, 

the world is watching. It’s like I have a thousand yard signs in bold 

letters saying “Watch me love like Jesus.” 

And when the lost see your deeper kind of love, they will know 

how God loves. When you demonstrate the loving heart of God to 

your spouse you are showing the world who Jesus is. That means 

you are enhancing the reputation of God in your neighbor’s hearts 

and homes. That means, God is being glorified in your marriage. 

Marriage is not man-made and man-defined. It is God’s great 

design for our good and his glory. When we learn to love as Christ 

loved us, enough to give up his life for us, then we will deeply 

know Christ and know the true meaning of marriage. 

This is God’s plan and it is a huge step forward to a magnificent 

marriage. 



HOW DO YOU GET THERE? 

Talk. Talk to each other. Read this together and talk about it. And 

then read some more. 

This kind of love isn’t natural to us. It will take some work, some 

trust, some vulnerable communication, but it is so worth it. 

Finding this kind of love, the true, deep kind of love, the love with 

which God loves you, will thrill your heart. 

Maybe there are some bumps you need help getting over. Maybe 

you need a third party to listen and give a little guidance. If the 

two of you are willing to sit down with the pastor or trusted, godly 

friend, you will get started down the right road. And the days 

ahead will be more fun than you can imagine. 

If you are the cerebral type and like to read and think, below are a 

few books that will help you in your pursuit of a magnificent 

marriage. There are quite a few. I know a couple who committed 

themselves to reading a new marriage book every year as a way 

to keep tuned up in their loving commitment to each other. 

  



In “The Momentary Marriage” John Piper 

challenges your perspective on marriage. It 

is much more than you. It is much more 

than your spouse. It is about eternity. 

 

 

 

“His Needs, Her Needs” has a shocking 

subtitle, but Willard Harley justifies it 

through his anecdotes. This is the nuts and 

bolts of loving each other and is a very 

helpful place to start if you are soon to be 

married or need some help getting over the 

bumps. 

 

Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts by Les 

and Leslie Parrott is another practical guide. 

There are some solid Christian 

endorsements and a surprise:  

“I wish every engaged and newly married 

couple would use Saving Your Marriage 

Before It Starts. It’s fresh, relevant, and 

extremely practical.” (Dr. Neil Clark Warren, 

Founder of eHarmony) 

 


